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wife   (Pativrata) and the Ekadasi Vrata  (Eleventh Lunar vow) of the same
virtuous wife and also the pilgrim centre.
There are about one hundred brahmin houses, fifty Nambis (the
priests in Vaishnava temples) houses, and fifty houses of prostitutes. Dance
and music parties are famous in these parts. Officials of Vijayanagara
Kingdom administer this temple affairs. Srikakulam was once a strong-
hold of Muslims. The District Judge presides over the court here and lives
here along with Musaddis. I paid a visit to the Judge Bannerman. Govern-
ment Pleader Seetarama Sastri, Nazar Tadimedi Tirukamayya, Writer
Jagannayakulu treated me with courtesy. There is a second Collector's
office here including treasury and there is a police officer. There are thousand
houses here but the water is saltish. Water has to be carried from a long-
distance even for cooking purposes. Though there are upS and downs in the
track to Srikakulam, the mountain ranges that were seen all along from Berham-
pur, became very distant here. As the path is southwards at places it twists
westward, and then turns southwards.
This Srikakulam is known as Balarama Kshetra. The legend of this
sacred centre was, it appears described vividly in thirty chapters in Koorma
Purana as part of Skandha Purana. There is a river called Langula flowing
to a corner of the city. As the waters of the river usually flood the streets
of this city, houses are built on head high elevated places. On the banks of
this river there is a legendary Shiva Temple known as Kotiswaram. There
are about forty Gujarathi Brahmin families doing trade in diamonds.
There are craftsmen of different trades here. I stayed here till the eighth, to
meet the carts which were behind and to fix up new carts. I paid seven rupees
eight annas per cart from Berhampur to this place and fixed up at the rate of
four rupees per cart from here to Vijayanagaram.
9th July, 1831
Getting up at five on the morning of Saturday the ninth I reached by
nine a place called Vejjapuram which is eighteen miles from here. There are
a few shops and everything is available here and there are four brahmin
houses here. After six months period of acute drought conditions, it rained
heavily last night. On our way, we could see farmers busy with yoke and
cattle ploughing the fields. There are two routes to Vijayanagaram from
Srikakulam and the route which we are coming is said to be nearer and
convenient. The track so far is of sandy clay. The land is not so uneven.
The Kings of Vijayanagaram are patrons of fine arts arid literature.
So they got some dancing girls trained according to the principles laid down in
Bharata Sastra (the art of theatrical learning) and Sangeeta Ratnakara (the
treatise dealing with music). Some of the dancers visited Srikakulam and
Chinta Jagannatham Pantulu arranged for a performance to exhibit their
talents before me. Compared to the south, their talent, dress and beauty
are captivating.